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of dyspepsia present. It seems very probable that such curves cannot be 
traced. 

9. It is necessary to exclude milk from test-meals given prior to the study 
of these curves. The test-meals must be identical in all cases. 

10. The cases studied must be submitted to a constant rkgime during a 
sufficiently long time, as we have seen beer consumed the day previous sen¬ 
sibly elevate the proportion of acid found .—Archives Generates de Medecine, 
November, 1895. 
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Some Interesting Statistics on the Radical Cure of Hernia. 

In the Revue Midicale de la Suisse Romande , Stensson and Erdmann report 
one death in 106 operations for the radical cure of hernia. The death oc¬ 
curred on the tenth day. The autopsy showed acute enteritis and nephritis. 

Macewen, in 98 operations, reported one death, which was due to scarlatina. 

Bassini had one death after 250 operations. The fatal result was due to 
pneumonia which supervened after the wound was entirely healed. 

Kocher (second report) records 119 operations with one death, which was 
caused by pulmonary embolism on the fifteenth day. Lucas Championniere 
reports 266 operations with two deaths—one from internal strangulation, the 
other from pulmonary congestion. 

Kocher (third report) relates the cases of 192 patients on whom were done 
220 operations without a death. 

As to the recurrences, Lucas Championniere has had 17 recurrences after 
275 operations, but only 141 of the patients had been seen more than two 
months after the operation. 

Kocher reports 15 recurrences after 220 operations, 174 of the patients 
having been seen some considerable time after operation. 

Bassini has had 7 recurrences out of 149 patients seen six months after 
operation. 

Macewen knows of but one recurrence after 98 operations. 

The danger of the operation is from infection and intestinal and pulmonary 
complications. The principal cause of recurrence seems to be that tendency 
to abnormal laxity of tissue that was the original etiological factor. 

Where recurrences happen the whole benefit of the operation is not lost. 
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The recurrent hernia comes down slowly, is small and reducible, can be 
easily retained by a bandage, and usually causes no pain. 

The Effect of Resection of the Vasa Deferentia on the 

Prostate. 

Gttyon, at the Ninth French Surgical Congress (reported in La Midedne 
Moderne, October 23, 1895), announced his experimental and clinical ob¬ 
servations as to the influence of section of the vasa deferentia on the prostate. 

In dogs, he says, after careful experiments, the effect of bilateral section 
of the deferentia on the prostate cannot be compared with that produced by 
double castration. Section of the vasa deferentia produces some effect that 
may in time equal that of castration, but the difference after three months 
between the prostate affected by the two operations is very striking. 

In three cases of urinary retention from prostatic hypertrophy the section 
of the deferentia seemed to bring relief, but the diminution in the size of the 
prostate was scarcely noticeable. 

He admits that careful catheterization or a sonde a demeure may sometimes 
ameliorate the condition of patients suffering from prostatism quite as much 
as did these operations, and confesses that at most it is not a radical cure, 
but a palliative operation. 

Varicocele and its Treatment. 

Dardignac, in Revue de Chirurgie, September, 1895, reports eighteen cases 
of resection of the scrotum for painful varicoceles. When the varicocele, 
was double or very large, badly stretching the scrotal tissues, the resection 
was bilateral. In three of the cases consequent hsematoma required the 
cutting of stitches to relieve tension, but these were the only untoward 
events in the series. Most of the cases were done three to five years ago, 
and though the patients have since been actively employed, some of them 
not wearing a suspensory, there has been no recurrence, and the patients 
express themselves as perfectly satisfied with their condition. 

Mammary Tuberculosis. 

Gaudier and Peraire, in Revue de Chirurgie for September, 1895, add 
the report of three new cases of mammary tuberculosis to the thirty-nine 
that have so far been reported in medical literature. All three were only 
finally diagnosticated by the presence of the tubercle-bacillus. In one of 
the cases a pleurisy, in the other an old coxalgia, would have aroused 
suspicion as to the etiology of the breast-tumor, but otherwise there were no 
clinical manifestations to differentiate it from malignant disease. Usually 
tuberculosis of the mamma runs a slower and more insidious course than any 
of the forms of cancer, but in one of these cases its rapid development 
caused suspicion of a fulminant malignant neoplasm. 

Age seems to have very little influence. One of the patients was twenty 
years, one twenty-six years, and the third forty-two years. 

In none of the cases was there any history that would point to any etio¬ 
logical influence of the puerperium, of lactation, or of trauma in the produc¬ 
tion of the condition. 



